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ECHNIQUE EXPERIMENT

In a technique experiment, you get to practice a certain operation before you have to
do it in the course of a synthesis. Distilling a mixture of two liquids to separate them
is a typical technique experiment.

Read the following handwritten notebook pages with some care and atten-
tion to the typeser notes in the margin. A thousand words are worth a picture or

so (Figs. 2.1-2.3).

Notebook Notes

1.

3.

Use a descriptive title for your experiment. Distillation. This implies
you’ve done all there is in the entire field of distillation. You haven’t? Per-
haps all you’ve done is The Separation of a Liquid Mixture by Distillation.
Hmmmmmm. .

Writing that first sentence can be difficult. Try stating the obvious.

There are no large blank areas in your notebook. Draw sloping lines
through them. Going back to enter observations after the experiment is
Over is not professional. Initial and date pages anytime you write anything

in your notebook. )

Note the appropriate changes in verb tense. Before you do the work, you
might use the present or future tense when you write about something that
hasn’t happened yet. During the lab, since you are supposed to write what
you’ve actually done just after you’ve actually done it, a simple past tense
is sufficient.
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FIGURE 2.1 Notebook entry for a technique experiment {1},
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